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~Draw Near to God~

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8g88DKwJNd8

Close To Thee

1. Meditate on the lyrics of this hymn. Would this hymn 
    become your prayer to God?

2. Drawing near to God is two-way communication. We 
    not only want to draw close to God but also allow 
    God to take hold of us.

 Session 1

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, 

you double-minded.” 
(James 4:8)

Scripture

Hymn of Praise

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8g88DKwJNd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8g88DKwJNd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8g88DKwJNd8
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https://blackaby.org/draw-near-to-god/¹ 

Please read devotional “Draw Near to God” from Experiencing 
God Day-by-Day. 

     There may be times when God seems far away. You may 
feel as if your prayers go unheard. James said there is a 
simple reason for this and a solution. If you are far from 
God, it is because your sin has separated you from Him.

      God is unchanging. His character stays absolutely holy. 
His faithfulness remains constant; it is we who change. We 
allow sin into our lives. We choose our own direction. We 
spend less and less time with Him in Bible study and 
prayer. Then one day we realize that we have gradually 
grown distant from God. The solution, according to 
James, is straightforward. We are to draw near to God. As 
we realize our need to be closer to the Father and we 
begin to return to Him, He meets us even as the father 
hurried to greet his prodigal son (Luke 15:20).

     Drawing near to God requires you to take two actions. 
First, you must cleanse your hands (Isa. 1:15). You must 
cleanse your way of living. If you have been actively 
engaged in sin, you must renounce it. If you have done 
anything to offend or hurt someone, you must make it 
right. Second, you are to purify your heart (Ps. 51:10). 
You must make certain your attitudes, thoughts, and 
motives are right in God's eyes and are in harmony with 
God's word. Jesus warned that you cannot serve two 
masters (Matt. 6:24). It is impossible to love anything 
else as much as you love God and still please Him.

     If God seems distant, do what is necessary to cleanse 
your hands, purify your heart, and draw near to Him.

¹

https://blackaby.org/draw-near-to-god/
https://blackaby.org/draw-near-to-god/
https://blackaby.org/draw-near-to-god/


3

Reflection

As we read this devotional passage, let us reflect on our 
relationship with God. What actions should we take if we have 
grown distant from God?

1.  

The character of our loving God never changes. It is us who 
change. God is waiting for us to draw near to Him every day. 
As disciples of Christ, how much time do we spend drawing 
near to Him?

2.  

Journal and Prayer
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWi6sNtcYzA

Nothing Between

1. Looking back over the years, is there anything that 
    has hindered your relationship with God?

2. Chorus: “Nothing between my soul and the Saviour, 
    so that His blessed face may be seen”. Have you 
    ever encountered God in this way?

 Session 2

“But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you 
for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of
 the things which you have seen and of the things which I will 

yet reveal to you.” (Acts 26:16)

Scripture

Hymn of Praise

~Encounters with God~

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWi6sNtcYzA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWi6sNtcYzA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWi6sNtcYzA
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https://blackaby.org/encounters-with-god/² 

Please read devotional “Encounters with God” from Experiencing 
God Day-by-Day. 

     God was working in your life long before you began 
working with Him. The Lord knew you before time began, 
and He knew what He wanted to do with your life (Jer. 
1:5; Ps.139:13). Before the apostle Paul's conversion 
experience on the road to Damascus, Jesus already knew 
Paul and had a specific assignment for him. But Jesus only 
revealed this assignment after Paul's conversion (Acts 
9:15). So misguided was Paul that in his sincere efforts to 
serve God, he had actually been waging war against 
Christians! Although God knew what He wanted for Paul, 
He waited to reveal it to him until He gained his attention 
and became his Lord.

     Our Lord does not come to us to discover what we 
would like to accomplish for Him. He encounters us in 
order to reveal His activity and invite us to become 
involved in His work. An encounter with God requires us to 
adjust ourselves to the activity of God that has been 
revealed. God never communicates with us merely to give 
us a warm devotional thought for that day. He never 
speaks to us simply to increase our biblical knowledge. 
Our Lord has far more significant things to reveal to us 
than that! When God shows us what He is doing, He invites 
us to join Him in the work He is doing.

     Are you prepared to meet God today? Don't seek to 
hear from God unless you are ready to ask, as Paul did, 
“What shall I do Lord?”

²

https://blackaby.org/encounters-with-god/
https://blackaby.org/encounters-with-god/
https://blackaby.org/encounters-with-god/
https://blackaby.org/encounters-with-god/
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Reflection

We are all serving and working with God. Have you experienced 
God's power and presence in your ministry?

1.  

When serving in church, a lot of times our starting point is: I can 
do this and that for the Lord. Paul's experience reminds us that 
we ought to ask, “What shall I do Lord?” How can we adjust our 
mindset of serving?

2.  

Journal and Prayer



7

~Return to God~

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMC4cweyA1I

Our Great Saviour

1. As we recall the time when we first believed in Jesus, 
    has our first love for Him been lost? How should we 
    return to God?

2. In light of the temptations of the world and the 
    busyness of work, is our heart in control by the world or 
    by God? The loving arms of God are open to us daily, He 
    desires for us to return to Him.

 Session 3

Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Return to Me,” 
says the LORD of hosts, “and I will return to you.” 

(Zechariah 1:3)

Scripture

Hymn of Praise

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMC4cweyA1I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMC4cweyA1I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMC4cweyA1I
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https://blackaby.org/return-to-god/³

Please read devotional “Return to God” from Experiencing God 
Day-by-Day. 

     God places much of the burden of what we will become 
on our response to Him. If we have drifted from God, His 
call is to return to Him. God promises that if we will 
return, He will immediately renew His relationship with 
us. James 4:8 promises that if we draw near to God, He 
will draw near to us. Matthew 7:7 guarantees that if we 
seek Christ, we will find Him. Much of the Christian life 
rests upon our response and our desire to experience God 
to the fullest.

     Why is it that some Christians seem to go so much 
deeper in their walk with God than others? Why have some 
had such powerful intercessory prayer ministries that 
have changed the courses of nations? Why has God chosen 
to anoint the words of some so that, when they speak or 
pray or preach, it is obvious that their words are 
consecrated by God? It is because these individuals have 
committed themselves to pursue God until His presence is 
powerfully real in their lives. They have decided to settle 
for nothing less than a vibrant relationship with God, and 
He has honored their desire.

     Have you become complacent with your relationship 
with God, or are you hungering for more? Don't become 
satisfied with a relationship with God that is broken by sin 
and void of the power of the Holy Spirit. You have just as 
much of God's powerful presence available to you as the 
greatest saint in Christian history! Return to God. There is 
so much more in store for you if you will return to Him. He 
awaits your response.

³

https://blackaby.org/return-to-god/
https://blackaby.org/return-to-god/
https://blackaby.org/return-to-god/
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Reflection

People have the freedom to choose the life they want. Why 
should they turn to God? Is there no other way except God?

1.  

Do Christians need to repent for their sins daily? Why? When 
the prodigal son returned to the father, what did he achieve 
and what did he enjoy?

2.  

Journal and Prayer
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WVlz9iCkN8

Wonderful Words of Life

~Knowing Christ~

Hymn of Praise

Family Altar

You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have 
eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. But you 

are not willing to come to Me that you may have life. 
(John 5:39-40)

Scripture

Prayer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WVlz9iCkN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WVlz9iCkN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WVlz9iCkN8
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Observation & Share

All Scripture is breathed out by God. What role does the 
Bible play in our family?

1.  

The Bible bears witness to Jesus. How can we bear witness 
to Jesus today?

3.  

What is the difference between life on earth and eternal life? 
How can one obtain the eternal life mentioned in the Bible?

2.  

Please read devotional “Knowing Christ” from Experiencing God 
Day-by-Day. 

     Bible study will not give you eternal life. You could 
memorize the entire Bible and be able to discuss minute 
issues of biblical scholarship and yet fail to experience the 
truths found in its pages. It is a subtle temptation to 
prefer the book to the Author. A book will not confront you 
about your sin, the Author will. Books can be ignored; it is 
much harder to avoid the Author when He is seeking a 
relationship with you.

     The Pharisees in Jesus' day thought God would be 
pleased with their knowledge of His Word. They could 
quote long, complicated passages of Scripture. They loved 
to recite and study God's Law for hours on end. Yet Jesus 
condemned them because, although they knew the 
Scriptures, they did not know God. They were proud of 
their Bible knowledge, but they rejected the invitation to 
know God's Son.

     Can you imagine yourself knowing all that God has 
promised to do in your life but then turning to something 
else instead? You may be tempted to turn to substitutes. 
These substitutes aren't necessarily bad things. They 
might include serving in the church, doing good deeds, or 
reading Christian books. No amount of Christian activity 

4

4https://blackaby.org/knowing-christ/

https://blackaby.org/knowing-christ/
https://blackaby.org/knowing-christ/
https://blackaby.org/knowing-christ/
https://blackaby.org/knowing-christ/
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will ever replace your relationship with Jesus. The 
apostle Paul considered every “good” thing he had ever 
done to be “rubbish” when compared to the surpassing 
value of knowing Christ (Phil. 3:8). Never become 
satisfied with religious activity rather than a personal, 
vibrant, and growing relationship with Jesus Christ.

Reflection

“Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD”. Apart from 
weekly participation in gathered worship, do we also commit 
to daily prayer and Bible reading to pursue the knowledge of 
God?

1.  

Having Biblical knowledge doesn't mean spiritual maturity 
(Pharisees). Knowing God is living life in the Spirit. Reflect now 
about your current spiritual life.

2.  

Prayer
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~Day of Jesus~
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Introduction

We are addicted to words. We use them as weapons of manipulation.  
Because we are afraid of what others see in us or think about us, we use 
words to defend or control other's perception of who we are.

Have we tried to live a whole day without talking? Without the need to 
defend ourselves or shape how others view us.

When we chose to remain silent, we are allowing God to take control. 
Through silence and solitude, we learn to develop humility and 
abandonment to God. We will learn to let Him shape our hearts and 
direct the course of our lives to do His will.

“Cease striving and know that I am God” - Psalm 46:10

Silence is not just the absence of speech but also the presence of 
listening.

Be quiet and let God do the talking. So let's focus our attention on 
listening for God's voice in a world so full of noise and distraction 
including our own.

Why the need for a silent retreat?

• The practice of Jesus in maintaining a close relationship with 
   God as seen from the Gospels.
• It is to answer God's call to know Him - Psa. 46:10  “Be still, 
   and know that I am God”
• To be like Jesus is not only about emulating Him in character 
   but also His spiritual practises and lifestyle: Luke 5:16 But 
   He Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.
• Life is filled with busyness and noise makes it difficult to hear 
   from God who often speaks with a still small voice.  We need 
   to find a quiet place to listen better. (1 Kings 19:11-13)
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     • Rest

     • Re-Focus

     • Renew

Our spirits need rest from the pressures and burdens of life 
and responsibility.  (Matthew 11:28-30 – “Come to me, all 
who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle 
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  
For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.”)

- 

We need the help of God to turn our eyes away from the 
cares of this world and refocus on what is really important.  
Jesus will reveal that to us. (Luke 10:41,42 - But the Lord 
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 
troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. 
Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken 
away from her.”)

- 

The spirit is convinced and willing but the flesh can still be 
weak. We need God to give us an infusion of strength and 
courage to step back into the world and engage it with 
renewed body, soul and spirit.

- 

Isaiah 40:31 - but they who wait for the LORD shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not 
faint.

- 

What are the benefits of “Day with Jesus”?

     • Prayer and Reflection - In our quiet time spent with God, we 
use Jesus' example by offering prayers and thanksgiving to 
God for what He has done for us. These prayers should also 
include a time of reflection on how God has seen us through 
the good and bad times.

What should I do in “Day with Jesus”?
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     • God's Word - Just as our bodies need food to keep it going, 
we need to spend quality time with God to feed our souls. 
Quiet time with God is also a time to read God's Word. If we 
don't understand a certain passage of Scripture, we can ask 
God to help us. It is through daily prayer and reading God's 
Word that we will experience spiritual growth.

Choose a place that you feel will give comfort and minimum 
distraction.
Decide what you need for lunch, snack, drink etc.

     • Make a decision to switch off mobile phone or even better – 
leave home without it.

     •

Clear all appointments for the chosen day and/or make 
known that you will not be available for even a short chat.

     •

     •

How should I prepare for it?

Give thanks for positive outcome of issues and situations in 
your life.

- 

Prayer for personal desires or concerns.- 

An Area Free of Distraction – Each time Jesus wanted to 
spend time with His Father, He always retreated to a 
secluded area free from distractions. He could talk with 
God, and listen to Him as well. The same is true of us. Our 
quiet times with God should be in a place where we are 
alone with no TV or phone connection -- only God and us.

     •

Where should I do it?
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Call or meet a DM peer to pray before you begin the Day 
with Jesus.

     •

After the Day with Jesus, call or meet the same peer to 
share your thoughts and reflections.  End with prayer for 
one another.

     •

8.00 am

8.30 am

9.00 am

10.00 am

11.00 am

11.30 am

12.30 pm

Personal Worship

Solitude and Silence for 30 minutes

Tea break and take a walk around the place.
(Recommended walk for 30 minutes to 1 hour) 

Solitude and Silence for 30 minutes

Read Romans 12 again.-
Ask God to tell you about the things that you 
should start doing because they are pleasing 
to Him.

-

Personal Worship & Closing Prayer

Jot down the items in the guide as you hear 
His voice.

-

Read Romans 12.-
Ask God to tell you about the things that you 
should stop doing because they are not 
pleasing to Him.

-

Jot down the items in the guide as you hear 
His voice.

-

Guide for the Day

Accountability Exercise
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Reflection Notes

Morning Session 1

The things that I should STOP doing so that I can be a better 
steward of God's time and resources given to me:

The things that I am already doing well and should CONTINUE to 
do as a faithful steward of God's time and resources:
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The new things that I should START doing so that I can grow into 
a better steward of God's time and resources:

From the above list, choose ONE thing that I am determine to start 
doing for the next 3 months?

Morning Session 2
Reflections about the future:
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Suggested Songs for Worship

Song #1

Give Of Your Best To The Master

1 
Give of your best to the Master;

Give of the strength of your youth;
Throw your soul's fresh, glowing ardor

Into the battle for truth.
Jesus has set the example,

Dauntless was He, young and brave;
Give Him your loyal devotion;

Give Him the best that you have.

Refrain
Give of your best to the Master;

Give of the strength of your youth;
Clad in salvation's full armor,
Join in the battle for truth.

2
Give of your best to the Master;

Give Him first place in your heart;
Give Him first place in your service;

Consecrate every part.
Give, and to you will be given;

God His beloved Son gave;
Gratefully seeking to serve Him,
Give Him the best that you have.
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Song #2

Spirit Touch Your Church 

(Verse 1)
Lord we need Your grace and mercy
We need to pray like never before

We need the power of Your Holy Spirit
To open heaven's door

(Chorus)
Spirit touch Your church
Stir the hearts of men

Revive us Lord with Your passion once again
I want to care for others
Like Jesus cares for me

Let Your rain fall upon me

(Verse 2)
Lord we humbly come before You

We don't deserve of You what we ask
But we yearn to see Your glory

Restore this dying land

(Chorus)
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